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According to Article 63 of the Korean Patent Law, the applicant is notified that the 
present application has been rejected for the reasons given below. Any Argument or 
Amendment which the applicant may wish to submit, must be submitted by December 19, 
2004. An indefinite number of one-month extensions in the period for submitting a 
response may be obtained upon request, however no official confirmation of the acceptance 
of a request for an extension will be issued. 



Reason 

The invention as claimed in Claims 1 and 8 could have been easily invented by one 
of ordinary skill in the art prior to the filing of the application, and thus this application is 
rejected according to Article 29(2) of the Korean Patent Law. 



The present invention relates to an apparatus for and a method of controlling a 
monitor PD that enhances the performance of the monitor PD by controlling a dynamic 
range of the monitor PD. The apparatus includes the monitor PD, which detects an 
optical power output by a laser diode (LD) and selects and applies an output gain to the 
detected optical power depending on the type of power that drives the LD so as to output an 
optical power monitoring signal for use by the optical pickup system in controlling the LD. 

FIGS. 1 and 2 of Japanese Patent Laid-open Publication No. hei 8-249701 
(published on September 27, 1996, hereinafter referred to as cited invention 1) illustrate an 



IN OPTICAL PICKUP SYSTEM 



l 



optical signal detection and amplification apparatus, which includes a monitor light receptor, 
a light receptor, and a head amplifier and controls the gain of the head amplifier based on 
the output of the monitor light receptor. In addition, Korean Patent Publication No. 
2001-77597 (published on August 20, 2001, hereinafter referred to as cited invention 2) 
discloses a monitor diode, which monitors the variation of the level of power of a laser 
signal output from a laser diode of an optical recording/reproducing apparatus. 
Accordingly, the present invention is considered to have been possibly invented by one of 
ordinary skill in the art based on cited inventions 1 and 2. 
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